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1. In any atterpt to assess current “olish public opinion it first rust be
notec that, because of the seven year old Communist regime, not only
public opinion but also the class structure of the ponul tion has
chenged, This is caused or one hand by long-enduring, systematic
Cormunist propaganda and on the other hand by the fact that the present
governrent hes hed & certain amount of success. Thereiore, there is
rarely anybody in toland today who is against and thinks badly of
everything that is done in the country,

2. Generally, the population thinks that life would be better if "we were
not obliped to ex;ort such a lurge arount of goods and products to the
U5t and food to the DDR". It nust be mentioned that the regine leaves
the people very little time to think. .ork is very strenuous; it often
lasts until the late evening. iverage people who frequently have
sconomic problems have no time for abstract musing about ideal conditions.

3. sveryone must admit that the economic success of the regime has been
great. The rebuilding of \:arsaw, the extensive construction program of
Socialism in which Nowa Huta, .ersn, the automobile plsants in Lublin and
Starachowice, and other projects were erected, prove that Foland's
economic structure is changing fest and that she is becoming an )
industrial and agricultural country instezd of the purely agricultural
state she has previously been.

L. OSudden industrialization and steadily-increasing groductioa, of course;
csuse a decrease in the cuality of manufictured goods. The authorities
recently realized this and started to launch a canpaign against so-
called “faulty products" (brakorobstwe), OCfficials were moved to take
such measures by the protcests a:pearing in all newspapers. These protests
originuted with Party meubers, causing them to be taken more seriously

by the autborities.
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8. The nost important problem in Foland today is that of food. Certzin
articles of food sre not available ot times, People hcard some srticies
out: of fear that one or ths other masy not be on the market in the Miture.
Hoarders usually buy from the beginning to ithe middle of the wonth, i,e,
as long »s they have money, It sometimes happens that food which cannet
be had in the {irst h«li of the month is in sbundance in %he latter part.

6, The povernment vecently gtorped its battle spainst blackmerket sctivities.
The Finance Investig:.tion Depdrtment {Gchrona gkarbcwﬁjauhlsh feuzht
hardest against such activities,has besn closed. At the co nters of
the large statc-cwned department stores, blackmarketeers and preiitecrs
can be seen buying certain articles which they later resell st @ higher
price bto private stores. If the government really intended to combab
the blackmarket, it would be able to destroy it in a short bice. There
wust be s repson for the official indifference. Blackmsrkeb activities
may provide a convenicnt excuse to rabvicn asditionzl commodities snd
articlees of focd, A1) rationed items can bLe boucht on the [ree marke
at. double, triple or even quadruple price.

7. The geverament also uses the statement thst farmers cannot keep up
with the netion’s industrial develomment to explein the food dif !“rult Les.
Tre reasoning is also usod to advertise the collectivization of villizpes

and thz sstablishing of collsctive farms,

3. Soccial problems are clesely cennected with the econeomic. kood sunply
difficulties sconer or later force benJle to give up thelr noonday mesl
at heme and, instead, tc eat in messes abt their places of work, Sirce
211 adult members of a family usually vork and since the children are
at school during the day, the lawily assesxbies only at aishy,

«

7. The 1life of an average Folish family at present is as-followe:
husband and wife are emploved at differeat wlaces.  Thus their wrofessienal
life as well as their soclal sctivities are dilferent., The childrer
—are either in kindergarten or &t schocl. In this way the Communist regime
~ has succzeded in splitting the Felish family, an institutior which se
- far bhas veen the Jortresa of treditien, wreligicn and nationel fewling,

1. A remarkable shiff in classzes has eccurred srong the nopulatien. The
pre~vwar intelligentsis hus been replaced by the party aristecracy, the
g&chivists, the .3, (Security Pelice } ang uelice merbers. Thesw
slerents, of course, do not replize how difriicult the food situvation is,
since they are issved special food ration crrds (5 and U) with which they
can buy everything in large quantities in special storss. The pre-wsr
intelligentsia can be divided into two categoriesg thnose whe are of-
value to the regime and those who are of no intsrest, The former st
hoid certuin key nesitions but gradually sre being transferred to unp
Jobs and replaced by adherents of ihe new regire., The latter are
condemned to the iife of the impoverished: if mxiovea tiev are piven
the Jowest jebs. Mny such cases are known; one axer is a men whe
cannet find emplovment alfhougn he is cne of ths hest fixsn e experts
in Feland. The reason is that he was a goenbtlemsn Farmer and a major in
the £.K. (Home Army) during the wars

il
im pcrte.t

A chenpe of opindon on racial ﬁl;PPlﬁlﬂSELO} also must be censidered.
fublic feeling in Poland at oresent is thet #ll people are eousl.
Progepands areinst the alleged persecution of Negraes in fmerica trerefore

meebte with approval.

L. This soeclal change hes its adventages snd disadvantegss. For instanse,
the vorkers' reervation snd vacation program (wWorany icze) has
proved profitsble. It i

mn

&4

now ezsy for a worker to holiday at récreation
centers ab full er nalf ithe actual price or free of cnarge, The puyment
depends upon the persoﬂs porformance ol work or reletionship to & worker.
Distent relatives have to puy more than a worker's wife and ehildren.

31 price ies not more than 15 globy & day Lncludiinp room and boerd. Avery
worker cun afiford this. IFood served in the recrestion cenders is amile
end gocl, This social program is very popucer, especially erony manual
workers who are greatiy impressed by being able to gpend their leave in

the best known resorts.
1%. The problam o il and health insursnce hes not been sclved satisiactorily.
Although sped ?  tutﬂtlﬂn h=“ baen pd) Lo insurance and-f,LAwup’ all
phxs1 ans .a A tho healbt BUIENCE DiE,
fric schi: vod,

hol. pam has nnt h il
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A reason for this.is the general bad hezlth of the population.
Tuberculosis is still prevalent; in addition, physicians fear thst there
will be & poliomyelitis (Heine Medina) epidemic in 1952. work:rs try
frequently to cbtain a doctor's cortificate engbling them to take a few
days sick leave, To combat this absenteeisn, new orders hsve been
issued according to which every worker leaving his place of work te
consult a dector, is given a speeial form. The form contzins a nwirber
of guestions including, whether it was really necessary that the bearer
left his work. It must be filled out by the physician,

All this csuses a great deal of work for the physicians who must spsnd
much of their time completing forms. Specialists are especially over-
burdened. Often patients have to wait hours to hive Lheir names entered
upen a doctor's waiting list.

The attitudes of the population on political problems are éifficult to
characterize. The populstion does net believe the Communist press; it
thinks that newspaper reports are based on ‘lies, . On the other hand
liestern propagsnda is being criticized more and more, The reason far
this sentiment ie that newscusts from free western radie stations do
not always contain the truth. Early in July 1952 a breadcast of Ruiie
free wurope was heard in which it wes stated that apartments in
"arszalkowska Dzielnica Kieszkaniowa", a recently rebuilt section »f
#arsaw, had been allotited to Russisns., The statement is nct true, .
Any Pole nay move into the newly-built epartment houses, He does need
2 special authorization. "The only hindrance is that rents are very
high: a twe-room apartment with kitchen costs 3C0 gloty per month, a
large sum for an average person.

Aar is very unpoprulsr in Poland. - People think that in g future war,
Foland will be completely destroyed, the population exterminated net

only by the Russians but especially by the American air raids.

The populatien is alse convinced that if a future war is wen by the
destern powers, Foland will lose her .sstern territories, a thought which
is unbearable te all,

The attitude of the populatien to those who have fled to the west has
become very unsympathetic. The most unpopular individual is General
finders. There are no sympathies for the Folish exile government,
generally characterized.as the "Puppet Government.

Underground activity is impossible in Poland at present, The Polish
security poiice 4g so efficient that detection of an underground

movement 1s only & matter of time. FPeople think that organized resistance
is suicide,

The security pclice is dreaded more and roire, Fear grips Poland so such
that two pecple do not dare talk onenly to sach other since both fear

that the other may be a pelice informer. The security pelice have
remsrkably oxect informstion on the socizl and family life of each citizen,

People often wonder why the accused at z trial eonfess to every charge
although they were known as men or women of strong will pover prier to
their arrest.’ This becomes the more surprising when it is realized that
during the Nazi occupation, the Gestapo was not zble to rake vheir
prisoners telk, Until recently, the pepulstion believed that newspoper
reports on such trials were incorrect, Kow the rroceedings are broadeast;
any listener is sble to convince himself revsonally by listening to the
statsments of every accused.

A man released from jail recentl:@clﬁims that the security police have a
special method to muke priseners talk, rhysical coercion is not used, but
i# 2 prisoner does not make a statement incrininating hinself voluniarily,
he 1s locked up in a solitrry cell for from half a year to a year, After
that peried he is usunlly so enervated that he will volunteer any
statement asked of hin.
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